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PREAMBLE 

In submission to Scripture, we confess the purpose of our church is to glorify God 

through reverent worship, proclaiming Christ to sinners, and building up our 

members through preaching the whole counsel of God and observing Christ’s 

sacraments. To these e nds, we establish the following constitution, seeking to 

avoid any forms that might encourage the unbelieving fragmentations so 

conducive to the modern mind.  

MEMBERSHIP  

Membership Eligibility 

Individuals are  e ligib le  fo r me mbe rship in Emmanue l Re fo rme d Church if: 

• The y have  be e n lawfully bapt ize d in the  name  o f the  Fathe r, Son and Ho ly 

Spirit  (M at t . 28:19) 

• The y maintain the ir primary re side nce  in our ge ographical are a.  

Individuals who  are  unde r church discipline , ce nsure , o r have  be e n lawfully 

e xcommunicate d are  no t  e ligible  fo r me mbe rship , unt il that  discipline , ce nsure , o r 

e xcommunicant  status has be e n lawfully vacate d o r lifte d. 

Becoming Members 

Whe n a ne w house ho ld come s into  me mbe rship , all the  bapt ize d me mbe rs o f the  

house ho ld who  are  in primary re side nce  be come  me mbe rs individually.  

Adults be come  me mbe rs  upon taking cove nant  me mbe rship vows (Phile mon 2; 

He b. 13:7, 17). Childre n o f me mbe r house ho lds be come  me mbe rs whe n the y are  

bapt ize d, o rdinarily as infants. Childre n who  are  not  ye t  bapt ize d be cause  the ir 

pare nts are  convince d o f cre do bapt ism shall, as those  be longing to  a  TRC 

cove nant-me mbe r house ho ld, be  unde r fo rmal pasto ral care  and  subje ct  to  church 

discipline . O rdinarily, cove nant  childre n shall re affirm cove nant  me mbe rship vows 

as the y mature  in the ir mid-te e nage  ye ars (e .g . Luke  4:16-30). A non-me mbe r who  

marrie s a  me mbe r o f Emmanue l Re fo rme d Church be come s a  me mbe r upon the  

he ad o f the  house ho ld taking cove nant  me mbe rship vows on be half o f his 

house ho ld.  



Individuals who are temporarily away from their home church where they are 

me mbe rs may be  bro ught  unde r the  te mporary pasto ral care  o f the  TRC se ssion 

upon the  approval of the ir home  church. M at te rs o f church discipline  will be  

handle d close ly with the  church to  whom the y are  primarily accountable . 

Church Membership Records 

The  e lde rs ove rse e  an o fficial me mbe rship list , which must  include  name s, 

bapt isms, communicant  status, and e le cto r status. 

Covenant Membership Vows 

The  cove nant  me mbe rship vows are  as fo llows: 

● “Do  you (and your house ho ld) acknowledge  yourse lf (-ve s) to  be  (a) 

sinne r(s) in ne e d o f salvat ion by Christ , and do  you be lie ve  in the  Lord 

J e sus Christ , re ce iving and re st ing upon Him alone  as He  is  o ffe re d in 

the  gospe l?” 

● “Have  you (“and your house ho ld” o r “and those  in your house ho ld who 

are  be coming me mbe rs”) be e n bapt ize d in acco rdance  with His Word?” 

● “Do  you (and your house ho ld) swe ar in the  name  o f God, in humble  

re liance  upon the  grace  o f the  Ho ly Spirit , to  live  in a  way that  be come s 

fo llowe rs o f Christ?” 

● “Do  you (and your house ho ld) swe ar in the  name  o f God to  support  the  

minist ry o f this church in it s  worship and work, submitt ing to  it s 

gove rnme nt  and disc ipline , while  pursuing  its  purity and pe ace ?” 

In the  administ rat ion o f cove nant  me mbe rship vows, a  pasto r (o r o fficiant) asks 

the  aspiring me mbe rs the  que st ions above . Whe n individuals come  into  

me mbe rship as a  house ho ld, the  pasto r (o r o fficiant) will dire ct  the se  que st ions to  

the  he ad o f house ho ld, who  answe rs on be half o f the  house ho ld. He  will the n e licit  

re sponse s from e ach mature  me mbe r o f that  house hold. He  will the n charge  the  

ne w me mbe r(s) and congre gat ion re garding the ir re sponsibilit ie s and privile ge s in 

the  local Body o f Christ . Following this re minde r, the  o fficiant  will addre ss the  

congre gat ion, stat ing, 



● “And to  the  congre gat ion, I call on you to  we lcome  this ne w me mbe r 

(house ho ld) into  our fe llowship with ope n arms, and  I charge  you to  

re ce ive  the m as  your own bro the r(s) (and/ o r) siste r(s), to  pray fo r the m, 

to  e ncourage  the m in the  faith, to  ble ss the m with warm hospitality, to  

comfort  the m in so rrows and t rials, and to  guard the ir live s and 

re putat ions as your ve ry own. 

● If you promise  and cove nant  to  do  so , the n we lcome  the m now and 

re ne w your own me mbe rship vows with a he arty “Ame n.” 

RELEASE OR TRANSFER OF MEMBERSHIP  

If any member requests to be released to the care of another Christian church, 

the elders will normally release him with a blessing. If any member requests to be 

released when there are disciplinary proceedings against him or someone in his 

household, the elders may delay acting on the request until the disciplinary matter 

is resolved. If members move from our geographical area, the elders will charge 

them to find a new church home within six months. The elders may extend this 

time at their discretion. Afte r this time expires, the elders will release them from 

membership. Upon release of membership and as circumstances warrant, the 

elders may send a letter of pastoral encouragement, admonition, rebuke or 

censure to the former church member, or a fraternal le tter of commendation, 

concern or warning to the church where the former member now attends.  

COMMUNICANT MEMBERS  

Individuals are eligible for the Lord’s Supper at Emmanuel Reformed Church if 

they have been lawfully baptized in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

(Matt 28:19). Under the headship of Christ, the responsibility for administering the 

sacraments re mains with the elders. The elders exercise this responsibility for 

children with due respect for the pastoral responsibilities of parents.  

ELECTION OF PASTORS, ELDERS, AND DEACONS  

In church elections, voting is conducted by household, with each household 

casting one vote. Households eligible to vote are those in which the head of that 



household is a member in good standing. Independent unmarried members are 

conside re d house ho lds fo r purpose s o f vo t ing. Ele cto r house holds may vo te  in the  

e le ct ions o f e lde rs and de acons. The  e lde rs will qualify e le cto r house ho lds. 

The  e lde rs will e xamine  nomine e s fo r church o ffice  with re gard to  the ir doctrine  

and manne r o f life . A nomine e  must  no t ify the  e lde rs if he  has any disagre e me nt  

o r me ntal re se rvat ion about  any po rt ion o f the  church’s Confe ssion o f Faith o r 

this const itution. He  must  also  me e t  the  qualificat ions fo r the  o ffice  se t  down in 

Scripture  (1 Tim. 3:1-7; Tit . 1:5-9; 1 Pe t . 5:2-4; 1 Tim. 3:8-13). N omine e s are  approve d  

fo r candidacy by unanimous conse nt  o f the  e lde rs. 

A candidate  fo r e lde r will work through a sho rt  course  o f t raining on e lde rship 

unde r the  ove rsight  o f a  curre nt  e lde r (o rdinarily a  ministe r o r te aching e lde r). The  

e lde rs may the n pre se nt  the  candidate  fo r e le ct ion. 

A candidate  fo r de acon will se rve  among the  de acons fo r a  t rial pe riod in o rde r 

to  prove  his fitne ss fo r o ffice  (1 Tim. 3:10). The  e lde rs may the n pre se nt  the  

candidate  fo r e le ct ion. 

The  e lde rs  must  pre se nt  candidate s and d ist ribute  ballo ts to  house ho lds at  le ast  

thre e  we e ks prio r to  an e le ct ion. If, afte r care fully we ighing the  e le cto rs’ input , 

the  e lde rs de te rmine  that  the  candidate  has the  cle ar and obvious support  o f the  

church (Phil. 2:1-4), the  e lde rs will o rdain him through laying on o f hands and praye r 

(Acts 6:6; 1 Timothy 4:14, 5:22; 2 Timothy 1:6). 

Whe n o rdaine d , the  de acon will vow: 

1. “DO  you be lie ve  the  Scripture s o f the  O ld and N e w Te stame nts to  be  

the  Word o f God, the  only infallible  rule  o f faith and pract ice ?” 

2. “DO  you since re ly re ce ive  and ado pt  the  doctrinal standards o f this 

church, be ing se t  fo rth in our Book o f Confe ssions, as  your own 

confe ssion o f faith, and as a  faithful state me nt  o f the  doctrine  taught in 

the  Scripture s?” 

3. “If at  any t ime  you find yourse lf out  o f acco rd with any po int  in our Book 

o f Confe ssions, WILL you, on your own init iat ive , make  known to  your 



Session the change which has taken place in your views since the 

assumption o f the se  vows?” 

4. “WILL you be  dilige nt , with God’s he lp, to  frame  and fashion yourse lf 

and your house ho ld, acco rding to  the  Doctrine  o f Christ ; and to  make  

bo th yourse lf and  yo ur house ho ld who le some  e xample s and pat te rns to  

the  flock o f Christ?” 

5. “DO  you approve  o f the  fo rm o f gove rnme nt  and  discipline  o f this 

church, in confo rmity with the  ge ne ral principle s o f biblical po lity?” 

6. “DO  you acce pt  the  o ffice  o f de acon in this church, and promise  

faithfully to  pe rfo rm all the  dut ie s the re o f, and to  e nde avor by the  grace  

o f God to  adorn the  pro fe ssion o f the  Go spe l in your life , and  to  se t  a  

worthy e xample  be fo re  the  church o f which God has made  you an 

o ffice r?” 

7. “DO  you promise  subje ct ion to  your bre thre n in the  Lord?” 

8. “DO  you promise  to  st rive  fo r the  purity, pe ace , unity and e dificat ion o f 

the  church?” 

Fo llowing the se  vows, the  o fficiant  will addre ss the  congre gat ion, stat ing,  

● “And to  the  congre gat ion, I call on you to  re ce ive  this de acon in the  

Lord. Re ce ive  his se rvice  and fo llow his example , that  he  may se rve  with 

joy and no t  with grie f.  

● If you promise  and cove nant  to  do  so , the n re ce ive  him now and re ne w 

your own me mbe rship vows with a he arty “Ame n.” 

Whe n o rdaine d , the  de acon will be  charge d: 

● “{N ame }, you have  re ce ive d o f the  Lord J e sus to  se rve  his church as a  

de acon, acco rding to  the  word o f the  Apost le s, that  the  e lde rs and  

pasto rs may give  the mse lve s to  the  minist ry o f word and praye r. You are  

calle d to  work with the  pasto rs and e lde rs  as he ralds o f Christ ’s kingdom. 

You are  to  proclaim the  gospe l in word and de e d, to  se rve  the  community 

in which we  live , bringing to  the  Church the  ne e ds and  hope s o f all the  



people. You are to work with your fellow members in searching out the 

poor and we ak, the  sick and lone ly and those  who  are  oppre sse d and  

powe rle ss, re aching  into  the  fo rgo t te n co rne rs o f the  world that  the  love  

o f God may be  made  visible . As a de acon, you are  to  assist  in the  

pasto ral minist ry o f the  Church and in le ading God’s pe ople  in worship. 

You are  to  re ad the  Word and bring the  ne e ds o f the  world be fo re  the  

Church in inte rce ssion. You are  to  labor to  le ad the  lo st  to  faith and 

bring the m to  bapt ism. You are  calle d to  assist  in administe ring the  

sacrame nts, to  dist ribute  communion, and to  ministe r to  the  sick and  

house bound. The re fo re , we  charge  you be fo re  God, and  the  Lo rd J e sus 

Christ , who  shall judge  the  quick and  the  de ad  at  H is appe aring and His 

kingdom; le ad the  pe ople  o f God in t rue  re ligion, which the  apost le  

J ame s says  is  to  visit  o rphans and widows in the ir t rouble , and to  ke e p  

one se lf unspo t te d from the  world. Be  watchful in all things, e ndure  

afflict ions, be  se rvant  unto  all, that  in lo sing your life  you may inde e d 

find it . Fight  the  good fight  o f faith, lay ho ld on e te rnal life , whe re unto  

you are  also  calle d; fo r those  who  have  se rve d  we ll as de aco ns obtain 

fo r the mse lve s a  good standing and gre at  bo ldne ss in the  faith which is 

in Christ  J e sus.” 

A. VOWS TO BE TAKEN BY ALL ELDERS:  

When ordained, the elder will affirm the following vows:  

1. WILL you she phe rd the  flock o f God commit te d to  your charge , as one  

who  must  give  account , taking the  ove rsight  the re o f, no t  by constraint  

but  willingly, no t  fo r filthy lucre  but  o f a  re ady mind, ne ithe r as be ing 

lo rds ove r God’s he ritage , but  be ing e xample s to  the  flock? 

2. DO  you be lie ve  the  Scripture s o f the  O ld and N e w Te stame nts to  be  the  

Word o f God, the  only infallible  rule  o f faith and pract ice ? 

3. DO  you since re ly re ce ive  and  ado pt  the  doctrinal standards o f this 

church, be ing se t  fo rth in our Book o f Confe ssions, as  your own 



confession of faith, and as a faithful statement of the doctrine taught in 

the  Scripture s? 

4. If at  any t ime  you find yourse lf out  o f acco rd with any po int  in our Book 

o f Confe ssions, WILL you, on your own init iat ive , make  known to  your 

Se ssion the  change  which has take n place  in your vie ws since  the  

assumption o f the se  vows? 

5. WILL you be  dilige nt , with God’s he lp, to  frame  and  fashion yourse lf and  

your house ho ld, acco rding to  the  Doctrine  o f Christ ; and to  make  bo th 

yourse lf and your ho use ho ld who le some  e xample s and pat te rns to  the  

flock o f Christ? 

6. DO  you approve  o f the  fo rm o f gove rnme nt  and discipline  o f this church, 

in confo rmity with the  ge ne ral principle s o f biblical po lity? 

7. DO  you promise  subje ct ion to  your bre thre n in the  Lord, unto  whom is 

commit te d the  charge  and gove rnme nt  ove r you; fo llowing with a glad 

mind and will the ir godly admonit ions, and submit t ing yourse lve s to  the ir 

godly judgme nts? 

Fo llowing the  administ rat ion o f Ruling Elde r vows, the  o fficiant  will addre ss the  

congre gat ion, stat ing, 

● And to  the  congre gat ion, I call on you to  re ce ive  this e lde r in the  Lord. 

He e d his inst ruct ion and fo llow his e xample , as he  must  give  an account  

fo r you, that  he  may do  so  with joy and no t  with grie f.  

● If you promise  and cove nant  to  do  so , the n re ce ive  him now and re ne w 

your own me mbe rship vows with a he arty “Ame n.” 

B. ADDITIONAL VOWS TO BE TAKEN BY TEACHING ELDERS:  

1. WILL you instruct the people committed to your charge; and to teach 

nothing as necessary to eternal salvation, but that which may be 

concluded and proved by the Scripture?  

2. WILL you be diligent to read and exercise yourself in the Holy 

Scriptures, and call upon God by prayer for the true understanding of 



the same; so that you may be able by them to teach and exhort with 

whole some  Doctrine , and to  withstand and convince  the  gainsaye rs? 

3. ARE you re ady, with all faithful dilige nce , to  banish and drive  away from 

the  Church all e rrone ous and st range  do ctrine  contrary to  God’s Word, 

and te ach o the rs to  the  same ? 

4. DO  you promise  to  be  ze alous and faithful in maintaining the  t ruths o f 

the  Gospe l and the  purity and pe ace  and  unity o f the  Church, whate ve r 

pe rse cut ion o r oppo sit ion may arise  unto  you on that  account? 

Fo llowing the  administ rat ion o f Te aching Elde r vows, the  o fficiant  will addre ss  the  

congre gat ion, stat ing, 

● And to  the  congre gat ion, I call on you to  re ce ive  this te ache r in the  

Lord, and through his minist ry re ce ive  the  Word o f God with gladne ss. 

He e d his inst ruct ion and fo llow his e xample , as he  must  give  an account  

fo r you, that  he  may do  so  with joy and no t  with grie f.  

● If you promise  and cove nant  to  do  so , the n re ce ive  him now and re ne w 

your own me mbe rship vows with a he arty “Ame n.” 

C. ADDITIONAL VOWS TO BE TAKEN BY MINISTERS OF THE WORD AND 

SACRAMENT  

1. WILL you give your faithful diligence always so to minister the Doctrine 

and Sacraments, and the Discipline of Christ, as the Lord hath 

commanded, and as this Church hath received the same, so that you may 

shepherd the people committed to your Cure and Cha rge with all 

diligence, leading them to keep and observe the same?  

2. WILL you be ready, with all faithful diligence, to use both public and 

private admonitions and exhortations, as well to the sick as to the whole, 

within your Cure and Charge, as need shall require, and occasion shall 

be given?  

Following the administration of Minister vows, the officiant will address the 

congregation, stating,  



● N ow to  the  congre gat ion, I charge  you to  re ce ive  this ministe r in the  

Lord, and through his minist ry re ce ive  the  Word o f God with gladne ss. 

Le t  the  fe e t  o f those  that  te ach the  Gospe l o f Pe ace  be  be aut iful and 

ple asant  to  you. He e d his inst ruct ion and fo llow his e xample , as he  must 

give  an account  fo r you, that  he  may do  so  with joy and no t  with grie f.  

● If you promise  and cove nant  to  do  so , then we lcome  him now and re ne w 

your own me mbe rship vows with a he arty “Ame n.” 

O nce  o rdaine d , the  e lde r o r de acon will se rve  fo r life , unle ss he  re signs o r is 

re move d. 

Should the  church e ve r be  without a  ministe r it  should se cure  one  without de lay 

(M t. 9:36). The  e lde rs must  se e k out suitable  nomine e s as ne ce ssary. The  e lde rs 

will e xamine  a nomine e  with re gard to  his doctrine , manne r o f life , and  

confe ssional adhe re nce . In addit ion to  the  qualificat ions fo r e lde r, ministe rs must  

me e t  the  biblical crite ria  fo r she phe rd  (2 Samue l 12:1ff., Ps. 23, J ohn 10:11-16, e tc .). 

The re fo re  the  nomine e  must  also  pre ach be fo re  the  congre gat ion and submit  to  

a  public  inte rvie w be fo re  the  he ads o f house ho lds. Fo llowing this proce ss , the  

e lde rs by unanimous vo te  may approve  the  nomine e  as a  candidate  to  be  place d 

on a ballo t . The  e le cto rs will be  aske d whe the r o r no t a  call to  the  pasto rate  should 

be  e xte nde d to  him; the  ballo t  will include  an o pt ion to  abstain. If the  candidate  

is  approve d by e le ct ion, the  e lde rs will e xte nd a provisional call to  him to  be  

pasto r. H is call to  be  pasto r is  finalize d  only afte r he  is  duly approve d  by the  

Communion o f Re fo rme d Evange lical Churche s. Fo llowing CREC approval, he  may 

be  o rdaine d (if ne ce ssary) and installe d as a  pasto r. 

DUTIES OF ELDERS  

Under Christ, the authority of the local church is the board of elders or presbyters 

in session. The elders are collectively responsible for ruling/shepherding (1 Pet. 

5:1-2); equipping (Eph. 4:11 -12); prayer/fasting (Acts 6:4; 13:1 -3); teaching/preaching 

(1 Tim. 5:17); administering baptism and the Lord’s Table (Matt. 28:19 -20; 1 Cor. 

11:23-26); administering church discipline and restoration (1 Cor. 5:1 -5), and visiting 

the sick (Jas. 5:14 -15). 



The elders are responsible to delegate responsibilities to the deacons, hire and 

fire  church staff, de fine  re sponsibilit ie s fo r church staff, de le gate  re sponsibilit ie s 

to  the  staff o f subordinate  minist rie s, and approve  the  annual budge t . The  e lde rs  

also  commission o r lice nse  ministe rial stude nts, and ove rse e  the  course  o f the ir 

t raining fo r the  e lde rship. Unde r the  guidance  and ove rsight  o f the  e lde rs, such 

me n may pe rfo rm all the  various ministe rial funct ions o f e lde rs, part icipat ion in 

the  rule  o f the  church e xce pte d. 

Elde r busine ss will be  conducte d at  the  we e kly me e t ing o r at  spe cial me e t ings 

calle d fo r the  purpose . The  e lde rs will ro tate  the  re sponsibility o f chairing 

me e t ings, and will appo int  a  se cre tary to  re co rd minute s. Individual e lde rs are  

re sponsible  fo r those  dut ie s de le gate d to  the m by the  e lde rs in se ssion, as  

re co rde d in the  minute s, with due  re gard to  the ir gifts , abilit ie s, and de sire s. 

The  se ssion contains thre e  dist inct  callings o r o ffice s. The  first  is  calle d to  a 

pasto ral minist ry o f the  Word, and calle d by us  a  ministe r o r pasto r (Eph. 4:11-12; 1 

Pe t . 5:2-4; 1 Tim. 5:17). A se cond is  calle d to  a  didact ic  minist ry o f the  Word, calle d 

by us a  te ache r o r docto r (1 Cor. 12:28; J ame s 3:1). A third is  calle d to  gove rnme nt  

and rule  acco rding  to  the  Word, calle d by us a  rule r o r ruling  e lde r (1 Tim. 5:17; 1 

The ss. 5:12-13; He b. 13:7,17; Rom. 12:8; 1 Cor. 12:28), which funct ion is  share d by all 

e lde rs. Each e lde r will have  his calling and o ffice  acknowle dge d by the  e lde rs in 

se ssion. In all me e t ings o f the  se ssion o f pre sbyte rs, e ach e lde r has one  vo te . 

Elde rs whose  assigne d dut ie s pre clude  the m from providing fo r the ir familie s in 

the  o rdinary way will be  compe nsate d by the  church (1 Tim. 5:17-18). 

DUTIES OF DEACONS  

Under the general oversight of the elders, the deacons are responsible to manage 

the financial, physical, social, and benevolent functions of the church. The deacons 

also assist the elders in worship, pastoral care, evangelism and church 

administration (Ac ts 6:2-4). 

The business of the deacons will be conducted at their regular meeting, or at 

special meetings called for that purpose. The deacons will appoint a moderator 



for their meetings. The deacons will give a general report of their work at each 

he ads o f house ho ld me e t ing, provide  a quarte rly financial re port  to  the  church, 

and an annual re port  to  the  e lde rs with proposals fo r the  coming ye ar. 

Individual de acons are  re sponsible  fo r those  dut ie s assigne d to  the m by the  

de acons, as re co rde d  in the  minute s, with due  re gard to  the ir g ifts  and de sire s. 

RESIGNATION OF ELDERS OR DEACONS  

If an elder or deacon desires to resign or take a leave of absence, he will present 

a letter to the elders. At the first appropriate household meeting, the elders will 

notify the men of the church of their receipt of the letter. If the desire of the elder 

or deacon concerned is unchanged by the following heads of households meeting, 

the elders will issue a statement accepting the resignation, or approving the leave 

of absence. If the resignation is sought for reasons of moral or doctrinal 

irregularity, the resignation will not be a substitute for any appropriate biblical 

discipline. Leaves of absence will not be granted as a form of discipline.  

REMOVAL OF ELDERS AND DEACONS  

If an elder believes himself to be qualified to continue in office, but two or three 

believers hold that he is disqualified, these two or three witnesses should request 

a special session of the elder board where they would be allowed to present their 

case (1 Tim. 5:19). If the elders unanimously decide that the case has merit, that 

elder, depending on the gravity of the charges and his response to the correction, 

will be rebuked in the presence of the heads of households (1 Tim. 5:20), or will 

be removed fr om the office of elder (1 Tim. 3:1 -7; Tit. 1:5-9), or both.  

While Emmanuel Reformed Church encourages her pastor(s) toward a long -term 

view of the ministry, in the providence of God, changes in a pastor’s call to a 

particular church arise for both righteous and sinful reasons. In cases involving 

moral failures requ iring disciplinary proceedings, the disciplinary process for the 

removal of a pastor is the same as for other officers. For cases that do not involve 

moral failures or disciplinary proceedings (e.g., Acts 15:33 -41, Romans 15:22-33, 1 

Corinthians 16:5 -12), the procedure for terminating the call of a pastor, thereby 



dismissing him from service at Emmanuel Reformed Church, is as follows: If a 

pasto r de sire s to  te rminate  his call, he  shall duly info rm the  se ssion o f his de sire . 

In the  case  o f an invo luntary te rminat ion o f his call, a  pasto r may be  re comme nde d 

fo r dismissal from se rvice  at  Emmanue l Re fo rme d Church by a  unanimous vo te  o f 

the  se ssion (e xcluding said pasto r). In such a case , the  pasto r may have  re course  

to  the  e le cto rs by calling fo r a  vo te  to  e ithe r sustain his call as pasto r o r no t  (with 

an opt ion to  abstain). If the  e le cto rs sustain his call by a two-thirds majo rity vo te , 

the  o the r e lde rs must  afte rwards e ithe r conce de  to  his call o r re fe r the  mat te r to  

the  Communion o f Re fo rme d Evange lical Churche s fo r binding  arbit rat ion. 

CHURCH DISCIPLINE  

The ordinary course of discipline is informal. Members are encouraged to self -

discipline, overlooking the failings of others in love (1 Pet. 4:8), and encouraging 

other members to covenant faithfulness (Matt. 18:15).  

Formal church discipline is applied through the formal action and unanimous 

judgment of the elders. Except in cases of scandal requiring immediate action, 

the pattern of church discipline will generally include formal private 

admonishment by two or three ( Matt. 18:16), formal public admonishment and 

suspension from the Supper (2 Thess. 3:14 -15), and a formal hearing which may 

result in excommunication (Matt. 18:17).  

Any member may be disciplined by the church. Un -baptized children of members 

are subject to pastoral admonishment from the church, but not excommunication. 

Christians who attend church regularly, but are non -members, are subject to 

pastoral admonishment fr om the church, but not excommunication. If another 

church has disciplined one of its members, and that person subsequently comes 

to our church, the elders will ordinarily honor the discipline of the other church 

after due consultation with the person conce rned and after all appropriate 

information is sought from the disciplining church.  

The elders shall establish the specific procedures for all formal discipline on a 

case-by-case basis, as appropriate to the circumstances and individuals involved. 

However, at minimum these procedures should include a clear and timely warning 



of the individual that he is in the process of formal discipline, two or three visits 

or communicat ions invo lving two  o r three  witne sse s, and cle ar re co rds and/ o r 

minute s o f the  e nt ire  proce e dings ke pt  by the  e lde rs. 

Whe n the  e lde rs de te rmine  that  a  he aring is  ne ce ssary, the y will e stablish the  

spe cific  proce dure s fo r e ach t rial on a case -by-case  basis , as appropriate  to  the  

circumstance s and individuals invo lve d. Howe ve r, at  minimum the se  proce dure s  

should include  info rming the  accuse d in writ ing o f the  spe cific  charge s , the  t ime , 

place , and date  o f the  t rial, and ample  t ime  fo r the  accuse d to  pre pare  a  de fe nse . 

The  he ads o f house ho lds me e t ing will be  info rme d o f the  he aring at  the  first  

opportunity. At  the  he aring, one  o f the  e lde rs will pre se nt  a  so le mn charge  from 

the  Scripture s on the  re sponsibilit ie s o f those  pre se nt , the  e vide nce  against  the  

accuse d will be  pre se nte d, and the  accuse d will have  t ime  to  make  a re asonable  

de fe nse , including the  right  to  que st ion any witne sse s. 

At  a  se parate  me e t ing o f the  e lde rs, a  vo te  will be  take n on e ach o f the  charge s. 

The  e lde rs will de clare  the ir ve rdict  to  the  congre gat ion on an appo inte d Lord’s  

Day, fo llowing an appropriate  e xhortat ion. The  accuse d  will be  give n a writ te n 

copy o f the  ve rdict . 

The  e lde rs will e stablish an o fficial file  containing all the  re co rds pe rtaining to  

the  he aring, including all pe rt ine nt  co rre sponde nce , t ranscrip ts, and minute s. If 

he  re que sts it , the  accuse d will be  give n one  copy o f this file  at  the  e xpe nse  o f 

the  church. Any appe als to  pre sbyte ry will be  conducte d in acco rdance  with the  

Const itut ion o f the  Communion o f Re fo rme d Evange lical Churche s. 

Excommunicat ion will e nd whe n in the  unanimous opinion o f the  e lde rs the  one  

unde r discipline  has re pe nte d. A confe ssion o f this re pe ntance  will be  re ad to  the  

congre gat ion on the  Lord’s Day, and the  e lde rs shall fo rmally announce  the  e nd  

o f the  discipline  and re sto rat ion o f fe llowship. 

SUBORDINATE MINISTRIES  

The elders may unanimously delegate to an individual or board the executive 

authority of any subordinate ministry established by the elders. This executive 



responsibility continues at the pleasure of the elders. In order to dismiss such an 

individual, o r re move  some one  from such a board, a  two-thirds vo te  o f the  e lde rs 

is  re quire d. Se parat ion o f a  subordinate  minist ry from Emmanue l Re fo rme d 

Church may be  autho rize d by a unanimous vo te  o f the  e lde rs. All fo rmal act ions 

conce rning subordinate  minist rie s will be  e nte re d in the  minute s o f the  e lde rs’ 

me e t ings. 

INCORPORATION  

As a church of the Lord Jesus Christ, Emmanuel Reformed Church is not 

constituted or incorporated by anyone other than the Lord Jesus Christ, the only 

head of the church. Emmanuel Reformed Church maintains its status as an 

unincorporated church as a matter  of conscience. As a church of the Lord Jesus 

Christ, Emmanuel Reformed Church accepts the various burdens and 

entanglements of civil regulation and taxation under protest. Emmanuel Reformed 

Church has constituted herself, under the authority and headship of the Lord Jesus 

Christ, as an association of natural persons, and recognized as such by the laws 

of the State of Idaho.  

CREEDS AND CONFESSIONS  

Emmanuel Reformed Church follows the practice of the historic, universal church 

by adopting creeds and confessions of faith. We do so in order to offer a public 

witness of the faith, to distinguish true doctrine from falsehood, to instruct future 

generatio ns, and to maintain order within the household of God. By doing so we 

do not make any permanent law which God had not made before, nor do we form 

new articles for our belief; we do not give the Word of God authority, much less 

to make it to be his Word, no r even to make a true interpretation --for the church 

holds no authority over the Word of God. The Word of God is the only infallible 

rule of faith and practice.  

Therefore, Emmanuel Reformed Church adopts the historic creeds and 

confessions which are set forth in its Book of Confessions as formal and abiding 

standards of the church’s teaching and governance. In addition, Emmanuel 

Reformed Church may from time to ti me adopt occasional statements as the 



church deems it useful. Such occasional statements reflect the church’s position 

at  the  t ime  the y we re  adopte d, but  the y carry no  fo rmal o r abiding autho rity in 

the  church’s te aching  and gove rnance . 

AFFILIATION  

Emmanuel Reformed Church is a mission church of Trinity Reformed Church of 

the Communion of Reformed Evangelical Churches (CREC), and accepts all the 

constitutional requirements that come with affiliation with Trinity Reformed 

Church and the CREC.  

AMENDMENTS  

The Emmanuel Reformed Church Confession of Faith and Constitution may be 

amended through unanimous consent of the elders when there is a first 

presentation of the proposed change at the heads of households meeting, a 

written copy of the proposed change is made available to the congregation at 

church, and the elders seek due consultation with the heads of households of the 

church at a subsequent heads of households meeting.  

We confess that this constitution is a fallible work of fallible men and, if 

obedience to Scripture requires it, may be set aside without the process of 

amendment by the unanimous judgment of the elders. Under such circumstances, 

the heads of households wi ll be informed, and the constitution amended at the 

first opportunity.  
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